Ask Uncle Ronnie

PAST PRESIDENT RON WOODRUFF'S
FAMOUS
“Everything your sponsor should have toldyou
FAQ

Who are the people at the short table when | wallaritunch?

Marsha Payne is the Meeting Clerk. She is an employee of the @ulakes

care of guest and visiting Rotarian registration, billing transactions, andrgéne
inquiries. Handle her with care; she is liable to go off at ametlike an

unstable hand grenade. The other person is the Sergeant-at-Arms. Tbis pers
will rotate every month because that is as long as Marsha can stand their
company.

How do | get my name on the button board?

If all goes well, your name should magically appear. However, ittataya few
weeks/months for it to register with the Board Keeper to updateotrel. First,
a temporary name plate will be added somewhere after Carl Yatesntuzally,
you will be worked into the alphabetical order, which will throwtbé old timers
who just grab a button from the same place without looking.

How do I get billed?

The information sheet you filled out at Orientation begins the wonderfid ab
monthly billing. A love letter from our billing clerk, Jill Bbs, will find you.

How much am | billed?

How much can you afford? Meals cost $10.50 per week. Also, ydoewillled

for dues ($25 per quarter) and special Rotary social events you attend stineh as
Service Above Self banquet and the Winter So¥iall can expect your annual
billing to run about $600 — not counting “change cup” contributions, gifts to the
Rotary Foundation, and “birthday contributions.”

Can | pay my bill at the meeting or does it needetonailed?

You can give Marsha Payne a check (slowly, keeping eye contactiaiesl) or
mail your check.



What if | fail to make a monthly payment?

Are you familiar with “drawn and quartered”? Remember the 4-way tHstou
don’t pay your dues or for the lunches you eat, someone else in the Clab as t
you wish a “payment plan” that is something other than monthly, please dlert J
Gibbs, the billing clerk, and President Carol. Nothing is morecdifffor the

Board than to address the issue of a Member who hasn’t paid.

How are my dues used?

Wine and song only, now that women can join Rotary. Itis rumored that the dues
cover other things such as your subscription_the The Rotanagazine, the

District 6110 Medical Supply Network, insurance, District administeatosts,

and Rl administrative costs.

Am | billed for lunches that | miss?

Is Bill Gates rich?You will be billed for any lunch missed unless you make-up at
another Rotary club. Some Rotary clubs notify our club as to your make-up,
however, as a general rule, you need to alert Marsha Payne (don’trlsehse

your fear) that you wish to get make-up credit. Meals that you busgr

which you have paid, help the Club cover the cost of operations.

Do | need to sign in anywhere?

Yes, two placesThe first is on the sign-in sheets near the front door. If your
name doesn’t appear on the roster yet, just find a space at the bottioenpaige
and sign and date there. The second place is on your monthly check talihe ClI

Who are the officers and what do they do?

Alas, the eternal question! Our 2009-2010 officers are President Cadth,
President-Elect Mieka Hatcher, Vice President Steve Litzjri@@responding
Secretary Gail Eads, Treasurer John Newman, VP for Information Technology
A.D. Poole, Sergeant-At-Arms Ray Boudreaux, and Immediate Pastditesi
Mike Gibbs. As with most Clubs, the Secretary and the Treasurd¢ne Club
while the others get all the glory. You can find descriptions of thesdiar all

the officers ahttp://www.fayettevillerotary.org/bylaws.html




How do | get involved?

Nothing causes the loss of new Rotarians faster than not having anything for them
to do. Because committee assignments are made at the beginningofate

year, new Members joining afterwards can fall through the cracksrefidre, the
Board, by royal edict, determined that all new Members shall be placdgon
Softball Committee (in addition to any other committee they may haveng¢hos

This is for three reasons: (1) new members are reportedlyrvatiders, (2) the

work is done later in the Rotary year, and (3) nothing allows one the otyrt

to meet fellow Rotarians any better than working the Fayro CharitysClas

softball tournament Also, the Club has a new committee - New Member
Integration. Be assured that this committee will find you and integmaite

How are the committees chosen and how do they work?

The committees are established by the Club bylaws and are dividéovénto
Directorates: Membership, Public Relations, The Rotary Foundation, Club
Administration, and Service Projects. Club officers and Board menieed the
Directorates with one-year and two-year members appointed so as to maintai
continuity. Selection to the various committees within each Dicgetdras been
done in various ways — a draft, by Member self selection, or by Bdantd e

What is the Rotary year?

July 1 through June 30.

Where do | sit in meetings?

If you are like Bear Graen you will be asked to move from tabbbte each
week. However, it actually is strongly encouraged that you diffatent tables
and with different folks each week as a way to meet others inube ClI

Do | use first names for all Club members, even jaduel doctors?

At Rotary functions all Rotarians are addressed by their first nargara&ess of
their lofty status in civilian life. Sneak a peek at the butttin @ne eye while
maintaining eye contact with the other if you should momentarily forget a
Member’s first name. If they have forgotten their button, “heysHissa good
substitute.



| know attendance is important. What if | have iesa meeting?

Life is easier if you maintain perfect attendance at your own Qfuypou must

miss a meeting you can “make-up” either two weeks before or twksvadter a
missed meeting. The easiest way to make-up is to attend the megelkang of
another Rotary club. Be sure to let Marsha Payne (don’t splash around, she’ll
just think you're a wounded seal) know about a make-up and present to her your
evidence of attendance (stolen restaurant napkins, snapshots from your shoe
camera, etc.). Also, if you attend a Club social function, wasjept, off-site
committee meeting, or Board meeting during this time period it cagntsake-

up. You can also make-up on-line at e-clubs.

How do | make-up at another club?

You and your money are welcome at any Rotary Club around the world. As a
general rule, find the registration desk and sign in as a visiting Rotarifter
paying for your lunch, get the visiting Rotarian card that is offeregudlly, half
the card is retained by the clerk with your information and the otheidhgif’en

to you to stick in your shirt pocket like a goober with your fieshe visible. Be
prepared, especially if you have traveled outside your area code, todhave t
embarrass yourself as the Rotarian who has traveled the farthegiu o
overseas, take a Club flag to present and try to snatch one of fineowsr flag
banner. If you pay for a meal making up at another Club, you will be fortheen
cost of the meal you missed at our Club.

What if | come to the Cosmopolitan at the time wf @gular meeting and no one
is here?

That is never a good sign. However, it could mean that the Club has @ite of
for a meeting and you didn’t get the memo. If you attempt to attesgli&arly
scheduled meeting of our Club or another at the posted meeting place, and
we/they are not there, you can still get credit for having attendechéating.

Can | bring a guest? How do they get introduced?
By all means. Register your guest with Marsha Payne (keep your handgloat
open at all times) at the entry table. The Sergeant-at-Arms kilf@s to

introduce your guest during the meeting. You would rather feed Fred Vorsanger
stuffed bell peppers than be found to have failed to register your guest.

Can | take a guest to another Club when | myself aisittng Rotarian?



Absolutely. Remember the other universal Rotary motto — “show meotiey.”

Can children come to our meetings?

Of course; Roy Rom brings his.

What if | want to bring a guest who is running for publicasffl

As Nancy Reagan used to say, “Just Say No.” Truthfully, theyelomme and
you can introduce them as running for such-and-such office. Howeveratfiey c
give political speeches and the Club can’t endorse candidates or politicasaus

How does the Club choose its programs?

With extreme malice. One way is to confront guests registeritig at

Cosmopolitan and nab the slowest one. The other way is to give overall
responsibility for programs to the Vice President. The Vicsigeat then

chooses 12 Rotarians of the Month to provide speakers using a monthly theme as
a guide. If you have a program, please visit with an upcoming Rotartae of

Month as noted on the home page of our website. Please be alerted that
programs are usually scheduled weeks, if not months, in advance.

How do | access the Club website?
Go tohttp://www.fayettevillerotary.org Some of the site is password protected.

Contact A.D. Poole (or any Club member and half the population of Faykettevil
for access information.

What are the change cup funds used for?

Mostly for pedicures and collagen injections when John Threet was Rreside
Rumor is that President Carol uses these funds to support all the Gpersl
charitable causes.

What's up with the birthday contributions?
These funds are used to support the Club’s (four to five) annual $1000 freshme

scholarships for Fayetteville High School graduates attending the U ¥DA.
are asked to give one dollar for every year old you are. You can s&gf at



under the Roy Rom Exemption. A rendition of “Happy Birthday, Rotargn” i

your earthly reward.

What is the Club mailing address? Phone number?

Our mailing address is P.O. Box 1683, Fayetteville, AR 72702-1683. liibhe C
doesn’t have a phone, but Don Moore will accept calls 24-7 on the Club’s behalf.
Can | put information on the bulletin board?

Absolutely, although your child’s art probably looks better on your refaigper

Any info about a Club Member (society pages, public recognitions, pesesse
date, etc.) is welcomed.

Can | share a business opportunity with Club members?

One-on-one.

Can | get the Club to endorse my business?

No (this is for your protection).

How can | get chosen to give the invocation and wieathe requirements?

You are always fair game to get tapped by the monthly Sergeant-at-Arnas to gi
the invocation. Under Rotary International policy, prayers must recogineze
religious diversity within the Club and RI. Therefore, it is palicy that you

state your faith tradition when giving the invocation and invite all those i
attendance to invoke Divine presence in theirs.

What if | want to share information with all Clutembers?
Information that is deemed to be important to all Club Members can bedsatare

a Club meeting, in Fayrotales, on the website, or by special e-fabkident
Carol is the designated deemer.

How do | propose someone for membership?



Running through the gauntlet of Club Members who each are wielding a large
paddle while you’re only dressed in your tighty whities and screaminggiine

of the prospective Member at the top of your lungs may become timeatlead.

For now, however, you can find a membership form on our web site at
http://www.fayettevillerotary.org/members/membership/newmendgsrpal. html
?category=staff or you can contact Secretary Gail Eads to get the aegéssn

to sign and submit. Remember — proposing someone for membership is supposed
to be a secret to the proposee (who is completely in the dark as j@owinave

been inviting her to lunch every Thursday for weeks). Thisptect feelings in
case someone proposed doesn’t make the cut. Also, please do not introduce a
guest as a prospective new member.

What should | do if | am going to miss meetings foesavmonths but wish to
stay in the club?

One option is to quit coming to the meetings, stop paying your monthigruill,
refuse all contact. That is our least favorite option, but one that Stiuie
Members have chosen. The preferred option is to request a Leaveentébs
(LOA) for up to six months at a time. You can contact President Batone,
e-mail, or snail mail. She will take it to the Board. A L@HRAeves you from
being billed for lunches although you will be responsible for the quaderg
payments.

Do all Rotary clubs sing?

No, only the good ones.

How do | get my picture in the on-line directory?

There are a number of ways you can accomplish this. First, you malyaenize
picture of yourself to VP-IT A.D. Poolpdolea40@aol.coin If you don't have a
digital picture of yourself, you may choose to bring A.D. a photograph amdllhe
attempt to scan it in for you (adding funny glasses and moustache is an additional
charge). If using your official mug shot, state whether you prefduthieontal

or the side view. Finally, Vice President and Club Paparazzi &i&iager will

take your picture.

Whom should I tell if my personal information irettirectory changes?

Your spouse and your lawyer first. Presumably, your surgeon already.knows
Next, please let either Gail Eads, A.D. Poole, or PresidentiGarow.



| see all the club banners up front. What are the¥ f

As a reflection of some of the fine places worldwide that our Kkrobers are

no longer welcomed. It is customary for visiting Rotarians to exchéags f
especially if you go some distance to attend another club meetingkevt

showcase ours as a way of encouraging making up at clubs wherever you may be.

How do | give to The Rotary Foundation?

Bless you. A check to The Rotary Foundation can be given to Marsha Bayne (
not feed or tap on the glass) or can be mailed as part of your monthlyepaym
This will allow the Club to get credit as well. The giftngasted by The
Foundation for a period of three years. The earnings from the investiarent
used to support administration of The Rotary Foundation so that the entire
amount of each contribution goes directly to Foundation programs. After three
years, 60% of the original contribution is made available to the Disaisct

District Designated Fund¢DDF, also known as SHARE funds) that the District,
in cooperation with its clubs, can use to support Educational and Humanitarian
Program goals. The remaining 40% of the original contribution is placelden t
World Fund. The World Fund supports specific programs offered by The Rotary
Foundation.

If I bring a guest, do | havwe pay for them? What is a tactful way to say, "I'll
bring you this time, but you have to pay for yourself atwerfirst time?"

No need to be tactful; it is now Club policy that you are only to pagrfedunch.

This is to relieve Members from the burden of paying for mealratal as the
approval process grinds forward, thus causing many to forego the joy of bringing
in new Members. Marsha Payne (she didn’t get her last name by agaeigdént

be pleased to ask at each sign*ia this freeloader paying for herself, or is this

her one freebie?”

How are the Presidents-to-be chosen?

By careful process of elimination. We go down the Club rostersartiebody
says “l guess so.” The other way is for the immediate paspfesidents of the
Club to meet each fall and select a candidate for Vice President tzefure the
Club. Nominations from the floor are welcomed. The Vice Presidgnt,
tradition, will stand for election as President Elect. Once chbsethe Club as
President Elect you will automatically become President the faltpyear. Club
Presidents serve for one year (thankfully).



What if | get on a committee and then decide thairitwo be on another
committee?

It depends on how many draft choices must be traded. If the new canwaitiis
you as much as you want them, make the switch. Inform both conutmétiiese
Rotary is a volunteer organization that functions best when all the Meraker
happy campers who enjoy playing and sharing with all the others in their play

group.

What criteria should I look for in a potential memtzeintroduce to the club?

The same as in a life time mate — looks, money, and influgheeother criteria

are people you would enjoy being around, people who readily engage in service
activitiesto benefit others, and people wivould project a good image of Rotary

in the community. The RI Constitution requires that new members lte adul
persons of good character and good business and professional reputation.

How do we choose the different international progrémt we participate in?

Darts and a globe. Actually, international opportunities have come to theigl
various ways. Some are suggested by Club Members who are involved in
international projects, others are offered by other clubs in the Distri by the
District itself, and still others have been suggested by formdy Mlembers. |If
you are aware of a potentially rewarding international project, pleasetion
such to the Board Members responsible for The Rotary Foundation.

| visited once when Brock Showalter was the montkehg&ant-at-Arms. Are
your Sergeants-at-Arms IQ tested?

Yes, but obviously not drug tested.

How are the monthly Sergeants-at-Arms chosen?

Clearly, this policy will have to be revisited. As it noansts, the Club Sergeant-
at-Arms chooses the monthly Sergeant-at-Arms (say that three wines
responsible for introducing visiting Rotarians and guests and finding someone to
give the invocation. The bad jokes, butchered names, and mindless atatter
bonuses.



If I go to a Rotary fellowship function and it countsaasiakeup, how do | get
credit for that? Who do I tell? How do I contactnf?

Once bail has been posted and your keys returned, please try to recail if
signed in on the sheets made available at the time of the evdmisdfghort term
memory brain cells have been lost, please let Jill Gibbs, oundpitlierk, know
that you attended the functioil( gibbs@cox.nét

| hear the Club is known for its Square Dancing?

Indeed, there is a segment of our Club that is socially challenged, exs&iagly
inept, and unaware of how goofy they can look. The rest Square Dance.

To whom do | complain about the food?

To any Club member who appears lucid and ambulatory after having eaten the
lunch Otherwise, please give your suggestions to Members of the Lunch Bunch
Committee No suggestion should include the word “shove.” Blair Johanson is
the Committee Chaib{johanson@johansonconsulting.chm

Why does the mere mention of Fred Vorsanger make pkagjh?

I’m laughing now just thinking of him. Fred is Past District GoverobDistrict
6110, Past Club President, Past Mayor of Fayetteville, and Past Maoa@ard
Walton Arena. In fact, it seems that everything has passed him by.

What kind of meat was that swimming in the curious<log gravy?

That was actually the bread pudding. If you're looking for meat, lookhéotray
holding the discolored chunks under the stuff that appears to be carpet fuzz.

What if | lose my button or take it home?

After the ninth perfect stranger addresses you by name, you whi @atthat you
left still wearing your button. Bring it back next week. If jxiaue lost your
button, every once in a while the Club declares “button amnestg’will order
new buttons for all those who have lost one. Otherwise, make arrangewtants
Gail Eads to order a new one. There may be a slight cost.



Do | have to wear my pin at every meeting?

You should wear a Rotary pin everyday as a way to share Rotary with thalgener
public. A permanent tattoo of the Rotary Wheel on your forehead willykee
from having to hunt down your pin daily.

How long have women been in Rotary?

As my own little Rotary Ann would say, “not long enough!” Rotary clulbisan
U.S. started accepting women in the 1986-87 Rotary year. The Council on
Legislation officially opened Rotary International to all women worldwide
1989. Our first woman Member was the late Mae Nettleship.

Is it okay to laugh and have fun during Rotary meetings?

It depends on whether you are laughing at or with someone. Laughing at them is
a lot more fun and is sanctioned by our Club. If a Club meeting is geitiihgt
is permissible to stand before the assemblage and say “Fred Vorsanger.”

Where do all the announcements come from and why ere $b many?

The assemblage of Club members for Thursday lunch is actually a Clubgneet
under the RI Constitution and it is always proper for Members to bringsite
before the assembly for consideration. Of course, when speakersdsve

invited it can become a burden on the President and all too often ahlbwéec
common courtesy to schedule too many announcements. It will aid theeRtesi

a great deal if she is notified prior to the meeting on Thursday regaest to

make an announcement. It is possible that alternative means of debvebg
suggested. The Club bulletin board is a good place to post general information.
Important and time sensitive information can be shared by e-mail.

How do | get up on the stage to make an announcement?

| have found the stairs next to the risers to be very helpfybulthave an
announcement that requires amplification (very rare) please schedulgitihis
the President well in advance, be brief, and be crouching next testrs like a
tiger ready for your cue to come bounding onto the stage.



What is all this talk about a pig on a wheel?

It has been a popular camp fire story among older Rotarians that our Club once
worshiped the “Hog on a Cog” or “Rampaging Razorback on a Rotary Wheel”
and actually had graven images cast. In the more recent history ofithev@

have given such ceramic mementos to speakers, Rotarians who traveled the
farthest, and other dignitaries as a remembrance of their time hetiCtub.

After a short absence, | am pleased to say that the RR on a RW!is bac

When does the food get better?

When your Mama starts cooking our lunch. In truth, the Cosmopolitan finds the
finest in Sam’s Club products and spends many hours creatively preparing the
same. Of course, this is for the Northside meeting on TuesdaphuBsday, the
same food is a bit gamey, but nothing a good gravy can’t camouflage.

Why don'’t the speakers get more time?

I’m not sure what you mean. We gave Roy Rom the task of highlightipasthe
eighty years of the Club at our Eightieth Celebration Gala and Roy felt
comfortable squeezing his talk into three hours. As for the werddyams, it is
Board policy that speakers be allowed to begin no later than 20 til. Ad note
above, it must be remembered that, first and foremost, the Thursdayirgatee
an official Club meeting for the purpose of conducting Club business.

Where do | park if the parking garage is full?

Many members double park behind cars in the garage. It is best to datthis
your older car. Please be aware that the garage was designed by an engineer
who obviously drove a go-kart. | would avoid parking in the Cozart Building lot
just north of the Cosmopolitan. Unless you have a pass, your car witl gde
“wheels up” to the impound yard. There is a parking lot west of the Square
Also, be sure to get your garage “free parking” card from Marsha (wdlil¢he

time bowing and scraping).

How do | know when we are meeting on tfleot 2" floor?

As a general rule, if you look in the room and no Rotarians are insidarené
meeting there. We are supposed to be in the better, larger roomrsipstiEss

the Cosmopolitan has more important users such as the Ozark Trotline Poache
Association or if it is anticipated that we will have our largestwwdf the year.
Where there is a button board there are Rotarians.



What time should | show up for the regular meeting?

10:45am if you want to sit with Ed Maxey. Otherwise, it is toegeét there
before the Club meeting starts at approximately 15 after noon. Foobewill
available by no later than a quarter til. Late arrivers have giokins’ at the
food trough. This may be a blessing.

If I have to leave a bit early from a meeting, doesstill count for attendance?

If by a “bit” you mean that you sign in, shake a hand or two, and then tvetad
to eat real food, then the answer is “no.” According to the Club Cuuistn,

Art. VIII (a)(1), to count for attendance a Member must be prese®ORdr of the
meeting. In our case, that is 36 minutes. Therefore, to count yeudasat all
your lunch and listen to most of the announcements. If you're going tiostay
the hard part, you might as well stay for the program.

How do | introduce my guest after I've proposed her/leinmembership?

First and last name, rank, and serial number. Do NOT introduce hedhian
new-member-to-be.

Why are monthly Board meetings held at 10:30am?

When | was President | held meetings at 6:45am. Some Board Members thought
it was something akin to the Bataan Death March, only with bagels. d&éaes

that holding the meeting at 10:30 prior to a Club meeting insures that discuss

will be limited. It is also for the ease of Board Members vérogo from the

Board meeting right to the Club meeting. Also, since the Clib%scomprised

of lawyers, a late morning meeting doesn’t interfere with golf, lunaps, or
scheduled goofing off.

How do | become a Paul Harris Fellow?

There are two ways. First, your spouse can agree to your giving dtagyR
Foundation a check for $1000. Or, you can become a Sustaining Member at $100
a year for 10 years if contributing to the Foundation at the rate oh&aeday is

better for your cash flow.



Q How do | find out where other Clubs meet?

The easiest way is to go létp://www.rotary.org/support/clubsind do a quick
search. Most of the information is correct. You may also askhdd?ayne
(calmly, with no sudden motions) at the desk for a list. The oterswo
wander from town to town looking for the little Rotary wheel orotltekirts of
the city limits. Going to the Northside meeting on Tuesday at nobe at t
Cosmopolitan is the next best thing to going to a real Rotary Club meeting.

Q | have heard that one can make-up on-line. Is thi8 true

These days you can do most anything on-line. Just ask John Threet. As for
making up, go taittp://www.rotaryeclubone.orgnd follow the instructions. Itis
a simple way to make-up and get good information about Rotary as well.

Q Is there some place | can look up all the Rotargraens such as PETS, ADG,
RYLA, etc.?

A YYCFIOATRIWS (yes, you can find it on-line at the Rl web site)
http://www.rotaryfirst100.org/history/headings/abbreviations.htm

Q What is the FayRo?

The_FayroTaless the Club’s newsletter edited by VP-IT A.D. Poole. You can
find this newsletter dtttp://www.fayettevillerotary.org/fayrotales/fayrotales.htmi
The FayRo Charity Classic is the annual girls fastpitch softball tournament
hosted by the Club on Father’'s Day weekend. It is the Club’s prancipl
fundraiser. Obviously, FayRo is a composite of two words — Fayjlettend

Rotel (my favorite for cheese dip).

All additional questions should be directed to “Ask Uncle Ronnigicamay be given to
Uncle Ronnie Woodruff or Secretary Gail Eads.



